Global Sustainability Goal

SUSTAINABLE
COMMUNITIES
AND PRACTICES
By establishing eco-conscious, sustainable communities, we can give rise
to healthy, empowered world-changers, equipped with the tools and
knowledge necessary to drive real change.

SUSTAINABILITY SNAPSHOT

In the next 20 years, the
urban population in
developing countries will
double, reaching
4 billion, and urbanized
land area will triple.1

Supply chains contribute
to 90% of a company’s
environmental impact.2

Only half of the people in

As a result of
unsustainable practices,
around 14% of the
world’s food is lost along
the supply chain before it
reaches the retail level.3

Between 2000 and
2017, the global
“material footprint” grew
by 70 million, driven by
consumers who purchase
1 million plastic
drinking bottles every
minute and throw away
5 million single-use
plastic bags each year.5

the world have convenient
access to public
transportation, meaning
they’re within 500 walking
meters of a bus stop and
1,000 meters of a railway
or ferry.4

SOCIAL PROTECTIONS AND SUSTAINABILITY
More than one billion people in the world live in slums, defined as a group of people who live
under the same roof and lack access to adequate living areas, contaminant-free water,
sanitary waste facilities, and/or housing durability.6

Of the approximately one billion slum dwellers in the world, around 370 million reside in
Eastern and Southeastern Asia, 238 million reside in Sub-Sahara Africa, and 226 million live in
Central and Southern Asia, with the remaining 20% residing in other regions.7

Nearly the entire global population (99%) breathes air that exceeds air quality limits set by the
World Health Organization. While more than 6,000 cities across 117 countries now monitor air
quality, residents are still breathing in unhealthy levels of fine particulates and nitrogen
dioxide, with low-and middle-income countries experiencing the highest exposures.8

Each person generates around 7.3 kilograms of electronic waste per year but only recycles
around 1.7 kilograms.9

PROGRESS TO-DATE

To date, 156 countries
have national urban policies
in place, but only half are
being implemented.11

Globally, 16% of urban areas
are allocated to streets and
open public spaces, but the
target is 30% streets and
10- 15% public spaces.10

The new goal is to improve
slums and ensure everyone
has access to safe and
affordable housing and
basic services by 2030.12

Fossil fuel subsidies were
valued at $432 billion in
2019, which was down
21% since 2018.13

WHAT TO DO
Look for areas to minimize waste and promote sustainability
at every step of your supply chain, making efficient use of
natural resources.
Procure environmentally sound, energy-efficient products
where possible.
Promote socially responsible purchasing practices and monitor
working conditions to ensure worker safety and sanitation.
By taking a human rights approach to community stability and
sustainability, businesses can optimize their supply chains from
the inside out, creating a culture of inclusion and innovation.

Sustainability starts with us. At Avetta, we’re
proud to be a part of building a more sustainable
world through our products, services, and
partnerships. We believe there’s only one way to
reach our Global Sustainability Goals: together.

1https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/sustainable-communities#1
2https://youmatter.world/en/sustainability-supply-chain-27935/
3https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2021/goal-12/
4https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
5https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12
6https://sdg-tracker.org/cities
7https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal11
8https://www.who.int/news/item/04-04-2022-billions-of-people-still-breathe-unhealthy-air-new-who-data
9https://sdgs.un.org/goals/goal12
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