
SUSTAINABILITY SNAPSHOT 

STEWARD THE EARTH

Global Sustainability Goal

Prioritizing ecosystems both on land and on the water can 
help promote sustainable development, preserve species 
and resources, and halt or reverse biodiversity loss. 

PROGRESS TO-DATE

Sustainability starts with us. At Avetta, weʼre 
proud to be a part of building a more sustainable 
world through our products, services, and 
partnerships. We believe thereʼs only one way to 
reach our Global Sustainability Goals: together. 

Of the threatened species listed on the   International Union for 
Conservation of Nature (IUN) Red List, more than one-quarter 

face extinction.1

Between 2000 and 2020, the world lost more than 100 million 
hectares of natural forest.3

Plastic production has grown tenfold since 1980, and each year, 
between 300 and 400 million tons of heavy metals, solvents, 

and industrial waste are dumped into global waterways.5

More than 90% of the environmental impact associated with the 
consumer sector occurs within supply chains.7

Species facing extinction include 41% of amphibians, 34% of 
conifers, 33% of reef-building coral, 26% of mammals, and 

14% of birds.2

The number of global dead zones, or bodies of water that lack 
enough oxygen to support marine life, rose from 400 in 2008 to 

700 in 2019.6

Human actions have significantly altered 75% of land-based 
environments and 66% of marine environments to date.4

SOCIAL PROTECTIONS AND SUSTAINABILITY

Forests serve as a direct source of income, 
food, shelter, and energy for around 1.6 
billion people worldwide.9

Globally, an estimated 43% of all 
terrestrial key biodiversity areas (KBAs) 
are covered by protected areas, along 
with 42% of freshwater ecosystems 
and 41% of mountain regions.13

On average, only around 1.2% of 
national resource budgets include 

funding for ocean science initiatives.14

About half of all countries have 
adopted policies and initiatives to 

support small-scale fisheries.15

The new targets are to reduce marine 
pollution of all kinds by 2025 and 
achieve a land degradation-neutral 
world by 2030.16 

WHAT TO DO
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Invasive alien species, 
which can negatively 

affect ecosystems, 
economies, and 

human livelihoods, are 
expected to increase 

by 36% between 
2005 and 2050.8

Around 72% of local 
indicators used by 

Indigenous Peoples 
reveal that the 

deterioration of nature 
is underpinning local 

livelihoods.10

More than three billion people rely on 
the ocean for their livelihoods, and 
over 80% of global merchandise trade 
occurs on the sea, but ocean warming, 
acidification, and deoxygenation 
threaten this activity.11

Land degradation has reduced the 
productivity of 23% of the global 
land surface, putting up to $577 
billion in annual crops at risk from 
pollinator loss, and between 100 
and 300 million people at risk of 
floods and hurricanes.12

Identify where your supply chain relies on marine resources and expand your global 
partner network to reduce this dependency.17

Ensure transparency as raw materials travel across your value chain, looking 
for ways to conserve local ecosystems, as well as support the people working 
within them.

Reduce reliance on plastics and packaging, using less material (or recycled 
materials) where possible to lower the impact on natural and marine environments.

Avoid operations that may disrupt protected areas, threaten endangered species, 
or negatively affect vulnerable groups.

By taking a human rights approach to environmental stewardship, companies 
can ensure that their operations support and contribute to local ecosystems and 
environments, rather than further degrade them. 


