Global Sustainability Goal

QUALITY EDUCATION
By making education inclusive, high-quality, and accessible to
all people, we can promote lifelong learning and encourage
innovation in sustainable development.

SUSTAINABILITY SNAPSHOT
The COVID-19 pandemic reversed 20 years of advancement and progress in the
global education system.1

Cargo ship backlogs at West Coast ports, which handle around 50% of U.S.
imports, have made it difficult and expensive for schools to purchase furniture,
lunches, paper products, and electronics.2

Around 97% of school nutrition directors list pandemic supply chain issues as
their top concern, and 90% are concerned about labor shortages.3

Globally, around 218 million children were out of school in 2018, and this
number jumped to 1.57 billion, or 90% of all students, by 2020.4

Up to 70% of children in low- and middle-income countries live in Learning Poverty,
meaning they cannot read or understand a simple text by the age of 10.5

A majority of least developed countries lack access to basic school infrastructure,
as only 56% have clean drinking water, 33% have electricity, and 40% have
handwashing facilities.6

SOCIAL PROTECTIONS AND SUSTAINABILITY
Students living in conflict-affected
countries are more than twice as likely
to be out of school than those in countries
unaffected by conflict.7
In low-income countries, the school
completion rate is 79% in the richest
20% of households, and 34% in the
poorest 20% of households.8
Fewer than 3% of all government
stimulus packages have been allocated to
education, dropping to less than 1% in
low- and lower-middle-income countries.9
This generation of students could lose up
to $17 trillion in lifetime earnings due
to the global learning crisis, equal to 14%
of today’s global GDP.10
Two-thirds of all countries have achieved
gender parity in primary school
enrollment, but only 63% of girls in
low-income countries complete primary
school, vs. 67% of boys.11

PROGRESS TO-DATE

Global primary school
completion rates rose from 82%
in 2010 to 85% in 2019, while
secondary school completion
rates rose from 46% to 53%.12

Before the COVID-19 pandemic, the
percentage of students out of
primary and secondary school
declined from 26% in 2000 to
19% in 2010 and 17% in 2018.13

The new goal is to ensure that all
girls and boys around the world
can complete free, equitable,
quality primary and secondary
education by 2030.14

WHAT TO DO
Look for ways to help supply chain employees further their education through
training, post-secondary programs, and industry certifications.

Establish practices to promote gender equality, decrease wage gaps, and
support historically marginalized employees within your organization.

Partner with organizations, such as the Global Book Alliance, that optimize
the development, procurement, and distribution of books and learning
materials to all children.15
By looking at the global education crisis from a human rights perspective,
companies can help remove socioeconomic barriers and ensure all students
have access to quality learning environments that foster progress,
development, and sustainability.

Sustainability starts with us. At Avetta, we’re
proud to be a part of building a more sustainable
world through our products, services, and
partnerships. We believe there’s only one way to
reach our Global Sustainability Goals: together.
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